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of Nevada




A Not-for-Profit Licensed Adoption Agency
	200 Ridge Street
	775-825-4673

	Suite 75
	Fax 877-735-9426

	Reno,  NV  98505
	 info@adoptionchoicesofnevada.org


Dear Prospective Adoptive Parents:  


Thank you for your interest in our adoption programs.  You will find attached a copy of the application, abbreviated policies and supporting documents that will need to be returned to our agency if you wish to make application with our agency.  


If you have any questions regarding the process or procedures, you may contact us at any time.  We look forward to working with you in building your family through adoption.  

Warmly, 

Staff of Adoption Choices of Nevada
ABBREVIATED POLICIES AND 

PROCEDURES OF ADOPTION CHOICES OF NEVADA.

INTRODUCTION 
 The purpose of Adoption Choices of Nevada, is to assist in the placement of abandoned, orphaned, and special needs children with adoptive families. We believe each child, notwithstanding his or her family background, physical limitations, ethnic origin or class status, is worthy of love and deserves to have a happy and safe home.  Adoption Choices of Nevada Inc. is committed to assisting couples and individuals seeking to find that special child for their family.  The staff of Adoption Choices of Nevada is concerned about each family and supports and guides them throughout the entire adoption process and beyond.   

PLACEMENT

It is the policy of this agency to place children with adoptive families after the birth mother has chosen from several adoptive families, if she wishes.  The birth mother has final approval of the couple. Thereafter, the couple will be contacted and given all available medical and social history of the birth mother and will be asked if they want to proceed with this adoptive match.  If all parties agree, the adoptive parents will come to Nevada for a personal interview with the Executive Director, followed by a meeting with the birth mother, and the Agency’s child placement worker.  At this time the following information will be discussed: openness of the adoption, legalities of the adoption, rules and regulations of the Agency, counseling for the birth mother, and all other aspects relating specifically to the adoption.  

Eligibility Requirements:

1.
Co-Applicants shall be married for at least two (2) consecutive years. 

2.
Applicants shall be at least twenty-one (21) years of age.

3.
Applicants shall have a minimum combined family income of at least $21,000.00.

4.
Applicants shall maintain a minimum life insurance policy of $20,000.00.

5.
Each Applicant shall be a high school graduate or possess a GED equivalency. 

6.
If applicable, Applicants shall be provided information regarding United States Immigration Naturalization Service requirements for international adoption.
Waiver of Eligibility Requirements for Special Needs Children.  In situations involving special needs placements, the Agency may waive one or more of the above requirements if the Agency feels the placement situation is in the best interests of the child.  

COMPLAINTS FROM ADOPTIVE APPLICANTS  

If an adoptive applicant has been notified that this Agency will not assist the applicant in the desired adoption, the applicant may communicate with the Executive Director regarding this matter.  If the applicant believes the application has been misunderstood or wishes to provide additional information which the applicant believes may cause the Agency's staff to determine that services shall be provided, a signed statement and any supplemental information may be provided to the Agency by the applicant and will be carefully considered. The applicant will be notified of the Agency's decision.

Despite every effort made to provide quality services, situations may arise in which any or all parties concerned become frustrated or dissatisfied. Should adoptive applicants become displeased with any aspect of the adoption process, they are encouraged to discuss these matters with the Agency staff member who is working with their adoption. If resolution or understanding does not occur, the applicants may speak with the Executive Director about their concerns. Every reasonable effort will be made to reach an understanding and resolve whatever problems have arisen.

This Agency understands that the time spent going through the adoption process can be an especially stressful time for adoptive applicants, and that they would like the process to be completed as quickly as possible. When children are placed out of state, the Interstate Compact for the Placement of Children (ICPC) governs those placements and may cause some delay.  The agency will make all parties aware of any delays due to the ICPC process.  If the birth father has not signed legal paperwork consenting to the adoption, the adoptive parents would be asked to sign a “Legal Risk Statement” of their understanding that the birth father’s rights have not yet been terminated and may not be able to be terminated in this adoption.   Therefore, the child may have to be returned to the birth parents if a court so orders.  
Formal Review Procedures: Should an applicant desire a more formalized review, the Agency will review a complaint regarding the application or home study process, denial of an applicant for adoptive placement, or other pre-placement adoption services offered by the Agency.

1.
The Agency review will include a face-to-face meeting with the party requesting the Agency review, the adoptive family caseworker, and the Executive Director of the Agency, or designee.

2.
The Executive Director, or designee, will render a written decision, including the reason for the decision. The decision will be based upon the evidence presented at the review. A copy of the decision will be provided to all parties within fifteen (15) days.

3.
All documents related to notifications regarding rights to an Agency review and written decisions of the Agency review will be maintained in the adoptive applicant’s case file.

4.
Alleged violations of licensing requirements may be reported to the Nevada Department of Human Services, Division of Child Care at 775-684-4431.  
Geographic Area of Families to be Served  Families seeking adoptive services will be served throughout the United States, and United States citizens will be served worldwide.  Adoption Choices of Nevada is a Licensed not for profit agency serving the entire State of Nevada.
Additional Adoption Services  In addition to previously discussed services, below is a listing of other services provided to the adoption applicants prior to finalization of their respective adoptions:
1.
Information about availability of children in particular localities, including the critical need for parents for some of these children;
2. 
Information about the completion of procedures before adopting a foreign child;
3. 
How to collect appropriate documentation;
4. 
Preparation of certain documents on behalf of clients;
5. 
Examination of all required documents for sufficiency;
6. 
Assistance with certain authentication procedures, as required by the child's home state;
7. 
Submission of documents to appropriate authorities;
8. 
On-going information regarding the progress of their applications; 

9. 
Information about the child proposed for adoption by the appropriate organization in the child's home state; and 

10. 
Advice about traveling to the child’s home state.

BEHAVIOR MANAGEMENT  
The Agency’s policy concerning the behavioral management of children is to discourage applicants from using physical punishment such as shaking, striking, or cruel treatment, harsh, humiliating, cruel, abusive or degrading language, denial of food, shelter or sleep, assignment of degrading or unnecessary work tasks inappropriate to the child’s age or ability, medications or chemical agents, forced isolation, mechanical restraints, or extreme physical exercise.  The Agency encourages applicants to lovingly discipline their child with age-appropriate punishment such as object removal, time-out or cooling-off time, or the denial of privileges such as television and special treats.  If cooling-off time is used it should be for only a short duration, and the room should be left unlocked.

SERVICES FOR SPECIAL NEEDS CHILDREN 
 Adoption Choices of Nevada is committed to identifying and assisting in the placement of special needs children.  Specific factors or conditions creating special needs include, but are not limited to, the child’s ethnic background, age, membership in a minority or sibling group, or medical condition (physical, mental or emotional disability).  The Agency makes every effort to place siblings with the same adoptive parents.  If this is not in the best interest of the siblings, the record includes efforts made and the reasons and supporting evidence for separate placements.  If placement of siblings together is impossible, the Agency discusses with the adoptive parents the importance of siblings maintaining contact.  When siblings cannot be placed together, the Agency prepares a written statement, to be signed by the adoptive parents and an Agency representative, verifying that the family will encourage and allow on-going contact between the siblings unless it is not in their best interest.

SERVICES PROVIDED RELINQUISHING PARENT(S)  
The Agency’s services to relinquishing parents may include, but are not limited to:
A.
Casework services to the parent to reach a decision regarding plans for the child and to ensure that a relinquishing parent understands the meaning of surrender of parental rights (when such counseling is not possible or is contraindicated, the reasons are documented in the case record);
B.
Casework services to help each birth parent meet his or her physical, emotional, and material needs. 
C
When indicated and lawful, the Agency assists the mother in obtaining:

1.
Living arrangements away from her home;
2.
Medical care, including prenatal, obstetrical, dental, and hospital care;
3.
Mental health services;
4.
Vocational planning;
5.
Legal aid;
6.
Financial assistance;
D.
Casework services to ensure that relinquishing parents understand the Agency’s policy on open and closed adoptions and state law regarding openness.

OPEN AND CLOSED ADOPTION
It is the Agency’s policy to be sensitive to the expectations of openness for all members of the adoption triad. In most instances, the policy of openness will be determined by the comfort level between the birth mother and the adoptive parents.  Each adoption will be specific and will have its own adoption plan.  In Nevada, open adoption agreements are enforceable by law.  
DISRUPTED PLACEMENTS  
The adoptive family and child in placement are provided post-placement services to assist them with integration of the child into the family and to reduce risk of disruption.  Once the applicants have finalized the adoption, the child may not be returned to the Agency.  If applicable. 
PROCEDURE FOR ADOPTIVE PARENTS

TO APPLY WITH ADOPTION CHOICES OF NEVADA
1.
You send in your application with the following:


a.
Non-refundable application fee of $550.00. If applicable
b.
Home Study:  If you have a home study please send us a copy with an original signature.  Your home study is good for one year.  If it is older than one year, you must have an update done.  We cannot actually match you with a birth mother until we have a completed home study or update.

2.
Our Child Placement Supervisor reviews your application packet and contacts you regarding any missing items or information that she may need.

3. 
Go to the city where the child is to be born close to the date of delivery.  Sometimes you will be allowed to be present at the delivery.  This is the birth mother’s  or parent’s (if he is participating) option.  Usually you can be with the baby while it is in the hospital.  
4.
When your baby is born, you will not be able to take temporary custody until relinquishment documents are signed at 72 hours.  Thereafter, the hospital releases the baby and the adoptive couple takes the baby with you to the hotel and wait.  The placement agreement should be faxed to your insurance company so the baby will have medical coverage.  
5.
In Nevada, the birth mother or birth parents relinquish their rights in front of a notary 72 hours after birth.  Their consent cannot be revoked.  If a birth father is not participating in the adoption, there is a legal risk.  The agency will attempt to locate the birth father and advise him that the birth mother wishes to place for adoption.  If he can not be found or he is un-willing to consent to the adoption, he will be afforded the opportunity to contest the adoption and be served with legal notice according to Nevada law in the State of Nevada.  
6.
If you are from out of state, you must stay in the state where the child is born until approval is received from the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children from the child's state and from your home state.  For Nevada babies, our office will overnight the packet to the Nevada Compact. Once Nevada approves the adoption, the ICPC office will overnight the packet to your home state and they will review it.  They have thirty days to approve it, but generally approval is received within seven to ten days from the day the child's state receives your packet.

7.
Return home and have three post placement home visits performed.

8.
If finalizing in your home state, contact your attorney and set up the Final Decree hearing.

9.
Congratulations!  You now have a new member in your family!

ADOPTION CHOICES OF NEVADA
DESIGNATED ADOPTIONS ONLY
ADOPTION INFORMATION/APPLICATION

Application fee is $550.00 made out to Adoption Choices of Nevada. and must accompany application.

(All information will remain confidential unless your permission is granted, in writing, to release part or parts of it.)  Please remember that with the new age of technology and the internet, your name, address and phone can possibly be located through diligence by a birth parent.   

(  Domestic Application





 Date:  _______________

(  International Application

(  Both Int’l and Domestic Application

Husband’s full name:  ___________________________________________________

Wife’s full name (including maiden):  ________________________________________

For court papers/legal documents which list full name; do you sign with your middle name or your maiden name?  ______________________________________________

Home address:  ________________________________________________________

Home telephone number:  (____)___________________________________________

Husband’s cell/mobile number: (____)_______________ Pager (____)_____________

Wife’s cell/mobile number: (____)_________________ Pager (____)_______________

Home fax number:  (_____)_______________________________________________

E-mail address: _______________________________________________________

Date and place of marriage:  ______________________________________________

Names and birth dates of children of this marriage.  State whether adopted or biological.  ______________________________________________________________________

Who referred you to us?  _________________________________________________

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Please provide pictures in the blocks below:

	Picture of

yourselves


	Picture of 

your home


HUSBAND: Age and date of birth:  ________________________________________

Social Security No.: ____________________________________________________

Race/Nationality:  _____________________________________________________

Weight & Height:  ______________________________________________________

Education:____________________________________________________________

Occupation:  __________________________________________________________

Employer:  ___________________________________________________________

How long? ___________________________________________________________

Office address:  _______________________________________________________

Office telephone:  ________________________ Fax __________________________

Office e-mail: _________________________________________________________

Annual income:  ________________________________________________________

Religious preference:  ___________________________________________________

Dates of previous marriages and divorces: ___________________________________

Children: (ages and custody status) _________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

WIFE:
 Age and date of birth:  ____________________________________________

Social Security No.: ____________________________________________________

Race/Nationality:  ______________________________________________________

Weight & Height:  ______________________________________________________

Education: ____________________________________________________________

Occupation:  __________________________________________________________

Employer:  ____________________________________________________________

How long? ____________________________________________________________

Office address:  ________________________________________________________

Office telephone:  ______________________________________________________ 

Fax _________________________________________________________________

E-mail :  _____________________________________________________________

Annual income:  _______________________________________________________

Religious preference:  ___________________________________________________

Dates of previous marriages and divorces: ___________________________________

Children: (ages and custody status) _________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Have you had an adoption fail or fall through?  If so, briefly describe the circumstances.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you had a home study done by anyone for adoption purposes?  If so, who did it and when?  Please enclose a copy if you were given one.  __________________​​​​​​​​​​_____

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you ever been denied a favorable home study?  If so, when and for what reason? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What other methods are you using to try and adopt?  ___________________________

______________________________________________________________________

How long have you been trying to adopt?  ____________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Have either of you ever had psychiatric problems or problems with alcohol or drug abuse?  Please explain.  __________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Have you applied for a child elsewhere?  If so, when and where? What were the results?  ______________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________











YES
NO         MAYBE

Openness in Your Adoption

Would you accept a semi-open adoption where the agency would

show your profile to the birth mother and you would meet the

birth parent(s).  Your first names would only be given to the

birth parent(s) unless you choose to give them more information.
(
 (
   ( 

Would you accept an adoption, where the birth parents know your names

and possibly meet with you before placement?  For example, with the

introduction of the internet, a birth parent who knows your first name,

your profession and the state in which you live could easily find you

through the internet or other technological means.)


(
 (
   (
Would you accept an open adoption, where the birth parents would

periodically meet and visit the child after the adoption is final?
(
 (
   (
Our agency requires you to send pictures of the child, through

our office, on a yearly basis.  Are you willing to do so?


(
 (
   (
Would you be willing to send pictures and/or letters more often? 
(
 (
   (
Indicate your level of acceptance of a child who has the following problems:

Drugs

Would you accept a child whose biological mother:

A.
Is drug addicted?






(
 (
   (
B.
Had previously used drugs?




(
 (
   (
C.
Had previously been drug addicted?



(
 (
   (
D.
Had used drugs before realizing she was pregnant?

(
 (
   (
E.
Who’s biological father had used drugs at conception or


was addicted to drugs during the pregnancy?


(
 (
   (
Alcohol








YES
NO          MAYBE
Would you accept a child whose biological mother:

A.
Had abused alcohol, prognosis uncertain
 

(
 (
   (
B.
Was presently using alcohol?




(
 (
   (
C.
Is alcohol addicted?






(
 (
   (
D.
Had previously been alcohol addicted but is not at time


of conception?






(
 (
   (
E.
Had used alcohol before realizing she was pregnant?

(
 (
   (
E.
Downs Syndrome






 (
 (
   (
Bi-Polar Disorder

A.
Had one parent diagnosed with bi-polar disorder?

(
 (
   (
B.
Had both parents diagnosed with bi-polar disorder?

(
 (
   (
C.
Had grandparent(s) diagnosed with bi-polar disorder?

(
 (
   (
D.
Had one parent who was taking medication during


pregnancy for bi-polar?





(
 (
   (
Schizophrenia
A.
Schizophrenic child





 
 (
 (
   (
B.
Had one parent diagnosed as schizophrenic


 (
 (
   (
C.
Had two parents diagnosed as schizophrenic

 
 (
 (
   (
D,
Had grandparents diagnosed as schizophrenic?

 (
 (
   (
Depression
A.
Had one parent who was depressed but not on medication?
 (
 (
   (
B.
Had two parents who were depressed but not on medication?(
 (
   (
C.
Had one parent who was depressed and on medication?
 (
 (
   (
Have you ever been arrested, or do you have any type of criminal record?  If yes, please explain:  ________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Any other comments or information you would like to add:  _______________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We further understand that adoption costs vary from situation to situation, and that upon our being matched with a birth mother and/or child we will be responsible for paying the full estimated amount of that particular situation.  We understand that those funds will be placed in an escrow account and costs incurred by the agency on behalf of our birth mother will be paid from that account.  We further understand that if the adoption fails, the agency placement fee will be credited to another birth mother/child situation.  All other fees and costs are at risk.  

Any applicant who knowingly or willfully makes a false statement of any material fact or thing in the application is guilty of perjury in the second degree as defined in Nevada Statutes and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished accordingly.

SIGNATURES:

______________________________________________________________________

Husband





Date

______________________________________________________________________

Wife






Date

DOCUMENTS NEEDED TO COMPLETE APPLICATION
The following documents will be needed in order to complete your application with our office.  Many of these documents will have already been obtained by your home study professional. You may need to contact them and request that they attach those documents to your home study, or provide you or us with copies. Your home study and all information below need to have been completed within one year of your pending adoption. Otherwise, you must also provide our agency with a home study update along with updating all correlating documents.  Please note that Oklahoma law requires that you have a face-to-face meeting for your updated home study, and that your reference letters and criminal background checks also be updated at that time.

	
	H
	W

	1.    Birth certificate(s)
	
	

	2.    Financial statement
	
	

	3.    Divorce Decree from previous marriages (if applicable)
	
	

	4.    HIV test results; Hep B and Hep C test results
	
	

	5.    Home Study (and update if applicable) (two copies with original signatures 

      from your home study professional)
	
	

	6.    Income tax returns for last three years for both Adoptive Parents (first     

          two pages only)
	
	

	7.    Verification of income (letter from employer) and current employment 

       history (where and for how long)
	
	

	8.    Copy of Indian Heritage enrollment card (if applicable)
	
	

	9.    Marriage license
	
	

	10.  Verification of medical insurance under which child will be covered 
	
	

	11.  Military discharge papers (if applicable)
	
	

	12.  Updated physician’s report
	
	

	13.  Five reference letters.  Two can be related to you.  The remaining three need to be non-related (for example, minister, employer, friend)who have known you has a couple of 3 years. Agency will be sending these out to your references.  You will receive a form that you will place the names and address onto and turn into agency.
	
	

	14.  Copy of social security cards and drivers licenses or passport
	
	

	15.  FBI & State Bureau of Investigation report; fingerprint check, Sex Offender and Child Abuse Registry (CANS), where available
	
	

	16.  Picture profile and "Dear Birth Mother" letter 
	
	


We do not need originals of any documents EXCEPT the home study and update.  For your convenience we have provided a column on the right hand side of the page so you can check off the items you are providing to our agency.  (“H” is for “Husband” and “W” is for “Wife”.)  Please call our office at 800-681-4673 or email us at info@adoptionchoicesof nevada.org if you have any questions about the requested documents.   Residence of Nevada will need a post placement home study every 30 days for six (6) months by state law after placement of the child into your home.  
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www.adoptionchoicesof nevada.org
CONSENT FORM

I hereby authorize Adoption Choices of Nevada, Inc. to receive:

· Adoptive home assessment(s), addendums, updates;

· Criminal history investigations – for all adult household members;

· Child abuse registry searches – for all adult household members;

· Physician’s statements - for all household members;

· Letters of reference; 

· Other (please specify) ____________________________________.  

__________________________               ___________________________

Name printed



  Name printed

Address: _____________________________________________________

Telephone: _______________________

__________________________               ___________________________

Signature



             Signature

__________________________               ___________________________

Date



                       Date

Financial Aid Information

International & Domestic Adoption is not Inexpensive!  Listed below are a few resources that can help in financing an adoption:

Grants:

The Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption Foundation

Founded in 1992, by Dave Thomas, founder of Wendy’s Old fashioned Hamburger Restaurants.

The Foundations 3 goals:

1. Educate Americans about the benefits of Adoption 

2. Make adoption more affordable by helping the public and private sectors initiate innovative programs

3. Cut red tape from the process

For more information contact:

Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption in Columbus, OH at (614) 764-3009

JSW Adoption Foundation

Grants of $2,000 or more awarded on the basis of need

Preference given to childless couples with an income under 35,000

Average grant amount is $3,000 but can go as high as $5,000

Contact person: Gene Wyka    Call (262)268-1386 for application

127 E. Main Street

Port Washington, WI  53074

God’s Grace Adoption Ministry

Offering Grants & Loans  Call (209)572-4539 for more information

P.O. Box 4

Modesto, CA  95353

National Adoption Foundation

Offering Grants and Loans   Call 203-791-3811   203-791-9811

Loans: 

A Child Waits

www.achildwaits.org
Loans for International Adoption (7% interest)

(914) 962-0886

The National Adoption Foundation Loan Program

Offers Fixed-rate MBNA Home Equity Loans

For more information about an MBNA Home Equity Line of Credit or Loan, Contact your MBNA representative today by calling Toll-free 1-800-841-1982 (use code AAAP)  100 Mill Plain Road Danbury, CT 06811

First Union Bank

Att: Norman Hecht

502 Hunger Drive

Tockville, MD 20850

1-888-314-KIDS

1-888-314-5437

The DOMOI Foundation- promotes international adoptions, primarily from Russia & Eastern European countries by providing interest-free loans and financial assistance to 1915 Polk Curt Mountain View, CA 94040  (650)969-1980

Employee Adoption Assistance Benefits Program

Many employers will help with costs by reimbursing adoption expenses with a cash benefit of up to several thousand dollars. If your employer does not offer this benefit, call Adoption and the Workplace at the National Adoption Center (800-862-3678) for material to guide you in requesting adoption assistance from your employer.  

Adoption Tax Credit

A federal income tax credit up to $5500 is allowed in the tax year in which an adoption is completed for families who meet income guidelines.  For detailed information, order Publication 968 from the IRS at 800-829-3676.

Subsidies for Military Families

 The U.S. Armed Forces offers up to $2000 in financial assistance to active members of the military who are adopting a child.  Adopting parents can receive up to $2000 reimbursement on adoption expenses for one child or $5500 for Siblings.

Capital One

www.222.capitalone.com
Offering a credit card with a limit of up to $20,000 at a fixed rate of 9.9% over the long term (not just an introductory rate).

For a list of corporations who give grants for adoption contact

The National Adoption Center in Philadelphia

1500 Walnut St.

Suite 701

Philadelphia, PA 19102 (215) 735-9988      Fax: 215-735-9410   Email nac@adopt.org

POTENTIAL TAX BENEFITS FOR ADOPTION
Though all situations are specific to the individuals involved, there are some tax benefits associated with adopting a child.  There is detailed information available at the Internal Revenue Service’s website:

www.irs.gov
Some of the information can be found be searching for the following topics and publications and forms:

· Publication 968 – “Tax Benefits for Adoption”

· Topic 607 – “Adoption Credit”

· Form 8839 – “Qualified Adoption Expenses”

*This page is provided for informational purposes only and not intended as legal or financial advice by Adoption Choices of Nevada.
Copyright ( 2010 Adoption Choices of Nevada.  This document is the property of Adoption Choices of Nevada.  Duplication, publication or decimation of this document in whole or in part is strictly prohibited without the express written permission of Adoption Choices of Nevada.

